
Mrs. Jennifer Garraway 

English Language Arts-8th Grade Red Team 

Teacher Contact Information 

Phone: (847) 596-5809 Email: jgarraway@bpd3.org Website: www.jgarraway.weebly.com 

Welcome to Eighth Grade! I am very excited to be your child’s teacher for the 2017-2018 school year. I look forward to a 
very productive, positive, and fun year. Please feel free to contact me whenever you have a question or concern. 

Curriculum Overview 

Students will be using a variety of materials to engage in the English Language Arts curriculum, including Chromebooks, 
novels, and other various resources. Upon completion of this year students will be able to: 

● Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines 

● Be a critical consumer of text and other media to recognize, understand, and appreciate multiple perspectives and 
cultures 

● Produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience; research and gather evidence to create 
a clear and coherent message 

● Communicate effectively for varied purposes and audiences 

● Listen actively to engage in a range of conversations, to analyze and synthesize ideas and positions, and to evaluate 
accuracy in order to learn, reflect, and respond 

 

Amplify ELA Digital Curriculum 

Your student will be using a program called Amplify for their Language Arts curriculum this year. This curriculum uses 
technology daily to engage your student in a variety of lessons that will encourage them to read, write, and to discuss more 
with their peers. To utilize this curriculum, your student will be required to use technology both inside and outside of the 
classroom.  

Here at BPMS your student will have access to a Chromebook in order to complete their necessary assignments. Homework 
will be assigned as necessary, and your student will need to have the internet in most cases to complete those assignments. If 
there is an issue with accessing the curriculum from home at any time, please contact me IMMEDIATELY so arrangements 
can be made to help your student be successful.  

Using technology in the classroom comes with a set of rules as well as consequences if those rules are broken. These rules 
and consequences come from the parent/student handbook that can be found online: 

Rules: 

*Students will use appropriate language on the computers. 

*Students will not reveal personal information such as addresses and telephone numbers 

*Students will treat equipment and software with care and respect. 
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Violations: 

The following consequences will result from inappropriate use: 

*Violations will result in a restriction of computer privileges. 

*Violators will be referred to their respective teacher or staff member for appropriate disciplinary action. 
Students will be responsible for full restitution for any physical damage/vandalism to equipment or for any 
software. 

*When necessary, the appropriate law enforcement agency will be notified. 

 

Some of the units that we will complete using Amplify are: 

-Poe & Poetry (A unit looking at various pieces of literature from Edgar Allan Poe) 

-Science & Science Fiction (We will be reading the graphic novel Frankenstein) 

-Romeo & Juliet 

-The Space Race (Research unit) 

 
In addition to completing these units in Amplify, we also complete an extensive unit on the Holocaust. More information 
about the Holocaust unit will come home before we get started. 

 
Supplies 

Students are expected to bring the following supplies to class every day, as they will not be allowed to travel back and forth 
to their lockers during class: 

● Agenda 
● Pen/pencil 
● Highlighters 
● Notebook/binder 
● Folder 

Students are required to record all assignments in their agenda. The agenda is a great organizational tool for the students to 
use and a great way for teachers to keep parents informed about classroom assignments and due dates. I suggest checking 
your student’s agenda daily to see what they are up to in class and to make sure that they are being responsible with their 
school work. 

Homework Policy 

Homework is important because it is a valuable aid in helping students to make the most of their experiences in school. 
Homework reinforces what has been taught in class, prepares students for upcoming lessons, and helps them develop 
self-discipline, responsibility, and organization. 

Student Expectations 

● All assignments must be completed and turned in on time 
● Students are responsible for asking for and making up assignments due to absences (students will be given one day 

for each day they are absent) 
 



Student Consequences 

If students choose NOT to do their homework, the following consequences may occur: 

● Receive a mandatory academic detention to complete missing work 
● Parents may be asked to sign the student agenda each night 
● Parent/teacher conferences may be called 

Parent/Guardian Guidelines 

Parents are the key to making homework a positive experience for their children. I ask that you provide encouragement and 
support by doing the following: 

● Make homework a top priority with your child 
● Provide your child with the necessary supplies and a quiet homework environment 
● Give your child praise and support when homework is completed responsibly 
● Check the parent portal regularly 
● Contact me with any questions or problems that arise 

Extra Credit 

Students will have an opportunity to receive extra credit each month by participating in our classroom Scholastic book club. 
Students will receive Scholastic book club flyers each month to take home for purchasing novels. Each purchase that is made 
by you and your student, helps promote literacy as well as helps to support the classroom. By purchasing novels through our 
classroom book club, students will have access to more books in our classroom library. Students will also be required to 
complete outside reading hours and by ordering books this is one way to ensure that your student will have the tools they 
need at home to be successful! 

 



 

Behavior Policy 

Students are expected to follow all school rules, which can be found in the Beach Park Middle School Discipline Policy on 
our school webpage. At Beach Park Middle School our expectations for students are that they conduct themselves in a 
respectful, responsible, and safe manner. Students who do not adhere to these expectations will receive a warning. If the 
behavior continues, students may receive a consequence that could include: a phone call or email home, detention, or office 
referral. Outstanding behavior will be recognized throughout the year with special assemblies, parties, field trips, and more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sign and return the bottom portion with your student no later than September 1st. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

I, ____________________________________ parent/guardian of  

__________________________________ have received a copy of Mrs. Garraway’s 

Reading/English curriculum overview and classroom expectations. I have read this 

document with my student and understand the requirements that will make my student 

successful this school year.  

____________________________________ (Parent Signature) __________ Date 

 

____________________________________(Student Signature) __________ Date 


